December 13, 2011

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on December 13, 2011 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember
ABSENT


RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
ABSENT
JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember    

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFFREY COLEMAN

Director, DES
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7: 30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi stated it has been a very successful year with many completed projects, policies and plans for the community and have kept the Town taxes low.

A Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony, the 70th anniversary of that day, was held on December 7th and was hosted by the City of Peekskill. The Supervisor thanked them and then gave a brief account of that day and commented how it has indeed “lived in infamy” as quoted by then President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Supervisor Puglisi sadly announced the recent passing of the former Town Clerk, Harriet Boyle. She spoke of Harriet as extremely dedicated, efficient and hard working.  The Supervisor described her as a devoted family member with a great personality and a sense of humor and how she always showed an interest in whomever she spoke with.  She was the first women to be elected into office in the 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Town of Cortlandt and a role model to the women who followed in her footsteps. Supervisor Puglisi said it was a privilege to work with Harriet Boyle and an honor to have her as a friend.  She gave her sympathies to her family and that she will always think of her with a smile. She then read a poem written by Harriet many years ago.
The Supervisor then presented Rene Bracken with flowers for her retirement from the Deputy Town Clerk position.  She spoke of Rene’s many years in the office of the Town Clerk and with Westchester County and spoke of all her talents and achievements. Town Clerk Jo-Ann Dyckman stated that Rene was the best deputy clerk she could have ever had and will be missed.

There are plans on the agenda tonight for a community boat launch on the Martin property, a new basketball court in northern Cortlandt, and for the new Veteran’s Park.  She thanked Ed Vergano and his staff for working on these projects.

The Lafayette Avenue State DOT project has finally begun. It will take another 8-10 months to complete with a new traffic signal, a new exit from the hospital and another signal at Conklin Avenue.
There is still cleanup after the two storms.   Jeff Coleman gave a brief synopsis of the clean up.  There are approved overtime Saturday pickups for the clean up. The Supervisor stated that if anyone has any debris related to the storms to email the Town.
Supervisor Puglisi spoke again of the need for a barrier on the Bear Mountain extension for safety reasons.  There have been several fatalities including a recent one.  The Town is not legally allowed as it must be done by the State.  She asked the community to join in the lobbying for this action.
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence with the absence of Councilmember Lindau and Councilmember Becker.              

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell: Stated he was very pleased with the plans for the boat launch in Verplanck and thanked the Supervisor and Ed Vergano for moving this project along.  Councilmember Farrell said this will be a good amenity for the community and will be limited use at first, but will grow and improve.
Councilmember Farrell spoke of Brookfields, a company that took over the business located at the former Kaufman Auto Wreckers on Rt. 9A.  They had planned to 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

beautify the property and they have made some improvements to the front but he noticed that the trucks going in and out drag a lot of dirt onto Rt. 9A.  It is an unacceptable situation and was brought to the attention of Code Enforcement who will issue violations and work with the property owners to solve this problem. It is not healthy and it is a dangerous to have the dirt on the road. 
Councilmember Farrell recalled that when he joined the Town Board, how helpful and encouraging Harriet Boyle was to him.  She was able to give help and advice and was very generous.  Councilmember Farrell spoke with her recently and commented that she didn’t like an unopposed run for office and felt there should be competition in an election and that she was very clear in her opinions and would express them.  
Councilmember Sloan:  Spoke of the “25 by 12” project started a few years ago and while they accomplished a great deal with saving energy, they will not be able to fulfill all the goals they set up, the main reason being due to the recession.
He also stated that the Board is very aware of the trees and limbs that are still out there due to the storm and that the removal will be done. 

Supervisor Puglisi wished everyone a Happy Holiday.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

November 15, 2011 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.

All voted AYE

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NONE
* * * * * * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
* * * * * ** * * * * *
BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.  

For the month of October from the Water Division of DES.

For the month of November from the Purchasing Department, the Office for the Aging, the Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

2011 Annual Report from the Department of Technical Services.

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:
1.
The preliminary design for the community boat launch at the former Martin 
property.

2.
The preliminary design for the new Veteran’s Park at Steamboat Riverfront 
Park and the basketball court off Young Street.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Memo from the Receiver of Taxes with respect to a fee for duplicate bills to a 
third party; and refer to the Legal Department and the Comptroller.

2.
The draft Green Buildings Laws from DOTS.

3.
Proposed revisions for a Community Commercial Center Zone with respect to 
various areas in the Town; and refer to the Legal Department and 
DOTS/Planning.

Discussion:  The Supervisor commented that the Green Buildings Laws are very important and the Town wants to be sure they have laws in place for the building codes and for the Planning Board items.  This will be finalized in the first semester of next year.
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 296-11 RE: Appoint Dawn Mahoney as Director for the Office for the Aging.

RESOLUTION NO. 297-11 RE: Authorize a 4 week Leave of Absence with respect to an employee of the Town Clerk’s Office.
RESOLUTION NO. 298-11 RE: Authorize a Leave of Absence under the Family and Medical Leave Act for a Recreation Department employee.
RESOLUTION NO.299-11 RE: Appoint a Sub-Registrar to fill a vacancy in the Town Clerk’s Office.
RESOLUTION NO.300-11 RE: Re-appoint Steven Kessler as a member of the Planning Board  
RESOLUTION NO.301-11 RE: Re-appoint Loretta Taylor as Chairperson and John Bernard as Vice Chairperson of same.
RESOLUTION NO.302-11 RE: Re-appoint Charles Heady and Adrian Hunte as members of Zoning Board of Appeals
RESOLUTION NO.303-11 RE:Re-appoint David Douglas as Chairperson and 
Wai Chin as Vice Chairperson of same.
RESOLUTION NO.304-11 RE: Adopt the 2012 Capital Improvement Plan.

Discussion:   Supervisor Puglisi introduced Dawn Mahoney and commented that the Director of the Office for the Aging, Fran Surak will be retiring in January.  The Supervisor thanked her for her years of service.
All Voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
RESOLUTION NO. 305-11 RE:  Adopt the 2012 Town Board Meeting Schedule.
RESOLUTION NO.306-11 RE: Authorize a Contract with SPCA for 2012.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.307-11 RE: Authorize the sale of a Town owned parcel to an adjoining property owner on Cross Road.

RESOLUTION NO.308-11 RE: Authorize the Town Attorney to settle a Tax Certiorari with respect to the Cortlandt Health Care Center. 

RESOLUTION NO.309-11 RE: Authorize the Town Attorney to settle a Tax 
Certiorari with respect to 3D Homes Inc.
RESOLUTION NO.310-11 RE: Authorize the scheduling of a Town In-Rem Sale for February 28, 2012.

RESOLUTION NO.311-11 RE: Authorize the purchase of a 4-Wheel Drive vehicle.

RESOLUTION NO.312-11 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for January 24, 2012 to consider merging the Recreation and Conservation Department and the Office for the Aging.

RESOLUTION NO.313-11 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for January 24, 2012 to consider Agreements with various fire departments with respect to fire protection services (Continental Village Fire Department, Montrose Fire Department and the Village of Croton).

RESOLUTION NO.314-11 RE: Authorize Budget Amendments and Transfers for 2011.

Discussion:  There will be a public hearing in January to merge the Office for the Aging with Recreation as it was many years ago.  
Glen Cestaro spoke of the transfers in the Highway fund for $280,000 increasing appropriations mainly due to the storms, increasing overtime and contract removal.

The Supervisor stated that they have a fund balance in the Highway funds to be able to transfer and use for the debris removal. They have been working with FEMA and hopefully can get some money back from the hurricane and perhaps the other storm.

All voted AYE.
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion. 

RESOLUTION NO.315-11 RE: Award a Contract with respect to the installation of Decorative Lighting at two intersections on Cortlandt Blvd. (Rt. 6).

RESOLUTION NO.316-11 RE: Authorize accepting maintenance responsibility with respect to decorative lights at Rt. 6 intersections.

RESOLUTION NO.317-11 RE: Resolution again urging New York State DOT to install a barrier between lanes along the Bear Mt. Extension.

RESOLUTION NO.318-11 RE: Authorize drainage repairs on Wayne Avenue in Verplanck.

RESOLUTION NO.319-11 RE: Authorize the appraisal of billboard properties within the Town.

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.320-11– RE: Authorize budget transfers.
DISCUSSION:  Glenn Cestaro discussed the transfers which are attached to the original resolution and made a part thereof.

There was no additional discussion  
ALL VOTED AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

* * * * * ** * * * * *

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

Rosemary Boyle-Lasher

Rosemary Boyle acknowledged Rene Bracken in her retirement and wished her well.  

Rosemary and her sister Lori wanted to thank everyone for the love and support given to her family and for honoring their mother’s memory tonight.  She stated that Harriet loved her job as Town Clerk and loved working for the Town.  The great gift she brought was that she really saw the people and was genuinely interested in their lives.  They were very proud of their mother and she will live in their hearts forever.

* * * * * * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. in Memory of Harriet L. Boyle, former Town Clerk 1962-1965 and 1976-1997, also in Memory of James Conklin a long time DES employee and Nick Criniti Jr. a former Town of Cortlandt employee.

The motion was made Councilmember Sloan and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.   

All voted AYE
Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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